
 
 
 

 
Southwest Power Pool 

SEAMS STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 

May 6, 2014 

Conference Call 
•  M I N U T E S  •  

 

Agenda Item 1 – Administrative Items 
Seams Steering Committee (SSC) Chair Paul Malone, NPPD, called the meeting to order at 
approximately 9:02am. The following SSC members were in attendance: 

Paul Malone, NPPD; 
Bary Warren, Empire; 
Richard Ross, AEP;  
Jake Langthorn, OG&E; 
Ollie Burke, Entergy; 
Roy Boyer, SPS; 
Jeff Knottek, City Utilities of Springfield; 
Keith Tynes, East Texas Cooperatives; and 
Brett Hooton, SPP Staff Secretary. 

 
Background materials for this meeting can be found on the SPP website at:  
http://www.spp.org/section.asp?group=1799&pageID=27 
 
Bary Warren, Empire, moved to approve the minutes as posted for the April 1, 2014 SSC meeting. The 
minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
The action item list was reviewed with not changes to any of the items. 

Agenda Item 2 – Seams Project Task Force Update 
Jake Langthorn, OG&E, provided an update on the Seams Project Task Force (SPTF) work. The SPTF 
has meet via conference call and began discussing the criteria for a seams project. Staff is developing a 
report which will be further reviewed by the SPTF. The SPTF will have a face-to-face meeting the 
afternoon of June 18, which is the day before the June 19 SSC meeting. The face-to-face meeting will be 
used to edit and update the report. 
 

Agenda Item 3 – ORCA Update 

Jason Davis, SPP, provided a brief update on the Operations Reliability Coordination Agreement 
(ORCA). The update focused on the ORCA Working Group task list items that had a status change. 
 
ORCA Working Group Task 4 – Contain SCED to Dispatch Flow Limits: MISO has proposed a change to 
the dispatch flow reduction procedure to address conflicting constraints. This is currently under review by 
the Joint Parties. 
 
ORCA Working Group Task 8 – OTP Dispatch Flow Limit: Discussion are ongoing regarding the two-day 
ahead process. The Joint Parties have provided feedback to MISO on MISO’s original proposal. MISO 
has provided comments back on JP’s original interim proposal and the JP’s have submitted a formal 
phase II proposal and are awaiting MISO’s comments. 
 



 
 
 

Mr. Davis discussed the 1,000 MW dispatch flow limit MISO has imposed. Starting on April 12, 2014, 
MISO began attempting to limit dispatch flow between MISO Midwest and MISO South to 1,000 MW. 
Between April 12, 2014 and April 28, 2014 MISO has exceeded the 1,000 MW 733 times. The longest 
amount of time it too to reduce the flows was one hour and seventeen minutes with the average amount 
of time being around two minutes. The peak flow for this time period was 1,959 MW. 

Agenda Item 4 – SPP-MISO JOA 

Section 5.2 Update 
David Kelley, SPP, provided an update on the ongoing dispute with MISO. Mr. Kelley stated that MISO 
has filed with FERC a cost recovery mechanism to recover the cost of the FERC accepted settlement 
agreement. MISO plans to recover the charges via their revenue neutrality uplift. The docket for this filing 
from MISO is ER14-1736. 
 
Mr. Kelley stated that the MISO Transmission Owners filed a request for rehearing and asked FERC to 
stay their decision. Entergy also filed a similar filing. At the end of the previous week the MISO 
Independent Market Monitor also filed a protest regarding MISO’s sub-regional power balance demand 
curve, which is what MISO is using to attempt to limit flows to the 1,000 MW. 
 
A stakeholder asked if SPP was aware that MISO was making software changes to implement the Market 
Flow Calculation changes by the June 1 deadline. These changes are a result of the agreement between 
SPP and MISO that ensures consistency in how Market Flow, FFE/FFL, and other processes are 
calculated. The stakeholder also asked if SPP has discussed the changes with MISO. SPP replied that 
we are aware of the changes being made by MISO and are working with them.  
 
Mr. Kelley provided a very high-level overview of the settlements discussions. He mentioned that the 
settlements are confidential so he is very limited on what he can say. The next discussion will be on June 
6. Mr. Kelley stated he felt that so far the discussions have been fruitful though not yet successful. 
 
Mr. Kelley then went on to update the SSC on the deficiency noticed FERC filed regarding the market 
flow filing. FERC asked a series of nine questions to SPP. Many of those questions were the same or 
very similar to questions FERC asked MISO and PJM. Mr. Kelley reviewed the questions with the SSC. 
 
Chair Malone asked if SPP has any expectations regarding summer operations along the interface 
between MISO Midwest and MISO South. He stated that MISO has previous reported that it could 
transfer 2,000 – 5,000 MW. Mr. Kelley clarified saying that SPP has not been and is not opposed to MISO 
utilizing the transmission system as long as there is the appropriate coordination and compensation. SPP 
does not currently know how MISO plans to dispatch during the summer months. 
 
Emergency Assistance Agreement JOA Update 
Matt Harward, SPP, provided an update on the Emergency Assistance Agreement which has been added 
to the SPP-MISO Joint Operating Agreement. MISO has proposed some redlines to the agreement which 
was added to the JOA in March 2014. The redlines are to address the impacts of the dispatch flow 
constraint MISO has imposed. Mr. Harward stated that the updates address transactions between MISO 
and SPP and transactions between SPP and third-party providers. 
 
Mr. Kelley clarified that SPP staff is seeking input from the SSC and if the SSC has any concerns with the 
proposed edits. No concerns were expressed. 

Agenda Item 5 – Seams Metrics 

Brett Hooton, SPP, stated that this agenda item, Seams Metrics, was developed at the request of the 
SSC. The metrics will be reported quarterly to the SSC. 
 



 
 
 

Mr. Davis reviewed the metrics presentation which included an overview of the dispatch flows between 
MISO Midwest and MISO South. The presentation included a substantial amount of data. The slide are 
available in the meeting materials. During the review Chair Malone asked for additional granularity on the 
MISO flows. While reviewing the charts which depict the unaccounted for flows Chair Malone asked if the 
wind dispatch could be added to the charts to determine if there was a correlation between the wind 
dispatch and the unaccounted for flows. SPP staff agreed to provide that update. 

Agenda Item 6 – SPP-AECI CSP Update  

Adam Bell, SPP provided a status update on the SPP-AECI Joint Coordinated System Plan. Mr. Bell 
stated that a polished draft scope and project schedule have been developed by SPP and AECI staff. 
Edits recommended by stakeholders were reviewed and where applicable incorporated into the scope. A 
low-hydro sensitivity was added to the scope. There was an SPP-AECI Interregional Planning 
Stakeholder Advisory Committee (IPSAC) conference call on May 1 where the scope was reviewed. 
Minutes will be posted on the SPP website when it is finalized.  
 
Mr. Bell discussed the low-hydro sensitivity. The sensitivity will simulate limited availability of hydro 
resources during the 2016 and 2020 summer peak periods. The hydro units in the study area will be 
dispatched based on historical operational data. 
 
The next step in the SPP-AECI Joint Coordinated System Plan will be to perform the initial assessment 
and report to stakeholders the potential transmission issues and request transmission solutions. 

Agenda Item 7 – SPP-MISO Coordinated System Plan Update 

Mr. Hooton provided a brief update on the SPP-MISO Coordinated System Plan. The study scope was 
reviewed at an April 8 SPP-MISO Interregional Planning Stakeholder Advisory Committee meeting. After 
the meeting a comment period was opened which closed on April 25. Five written sets of comments were 
received. The updated scope would be reviewed by stakeholders on a conference call on May 12. 
 
In additional to the two previously proposed sensitivities an additional sensitivity was added to capture the 
impacts of the 1,000 MW path between MISO Midwest and MISO South. Currently SPP and MISO staffs 
are still reviewing the technical aspects of how to model the path. 
 
There was also an update to the reliability assessment portion of the study. There are now four aspects to 
the reliability assessment. The first is an evaluation to determine if there are more cost effective 
interregional alternatives to currently reviewed regional solutions. The second assessment is a steady 
state N-1 reliability assessment utilizing a power flow model that incorporates the dispatch used by each 
respective RTO in their regional reliability assessments. The third assessment is an evaluation of any  
economic interregional projects to ensure additional reliability issues are not created. Lastly, SPP and 
MISO have agreed to include a dynamics assessment. The details of the dynamics assessment are still 
being discussed. 
 
Based on the discussion from the April 8 meeting the timeline was reviewed to change the completion 
date from February 2015 to June 2015. The next Interregional Planning Stakeholder Advisory Committee 
meeting will be a conference call held on May 12, 2014. 

Agenda Item 8 – Seams Meetings 

Mr. Hooton informed the SSC of the following upcoming seams meetings: 
• May 1: SPP-AECI IPSAC Call  
• May 8: SPP-MISO JPC Call 
• May 12: SPP-MISO IPSAC Call  
• May 23:  SPP- AECI JOA Meeting in Little Rock, AR   
• June 27: SPP-MISO Stakeholder JOA Meeting in Carmel, IN 



 
 
 

Agenda Item 13 – Future Meetings 
 

• June 19: SSC Meeting (Register) 
• June 27: SPP-MISO JOA Joint Stakeholder Meeting (Register) 
• July 8: SSC Conference Call (Register) 

 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:50am. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Brett Hooton 
Staff Secretary 


